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Twenty million dellars in gold was transported across 
he continent from San Francisco last week by the post- 
office department at a cost of less than $3,500. The lowest 
bid from a private express company for the service was 
$60,000. Uncle Sam can beat any private party doing 
express business. Why doesn’t he do it for us all? 


Republicans are saying that if United States Circuit 
Judge Walter Q. Gresham does stump for Weaver and Field 
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it will be for the purpose of aiding in the defeat of Harrison, 
with whom he is not on friendly terms. Nothing could 
bring out more sharply the lines of untoward cynicism of 
partisanship than this reflection upon the motives of a 
famous jurist. Judge Gresham has already declared defi- 
aitely for the principles of the people’s party. He even 
goes so far as to say that the growth of monopolies has 
been so rapid that he almost fears the remedy is beyond the 
reach of the ballot. Many conservative men share Judge 
Gresham’s fear that things will grow worse before they grow 
better, and that violence and bloody outbreaks may be ex- 
pected. This distinguished federal judge is a type of 
American trained to legal methods who sees the impending 
breakup of the competitive system in business; but unlike 
many of his fellow-citizens, he does not hesitate to express 
his fears for the future of the republic. Over against his 
expressed belief in the principles of the new party is the 
partisan insinuation that the secret of his devotion to the 
people’s party lies in the fact that President Harrison has 
not treated him in a friendly manner. It is high time to 
clear the air and project into public life an hour of citizen- 
shiv. That hour will come the first week in November. 


The Western Drift toward Radical Socialism. 


A desfatch from Larned, Kan., states that the officers of 
the Farmers’ alliance will undertake to furnish the Home- 
stead strikers with flour for nothing as long as they con- 
tinue to hold out. This may be official action or merely an 
unofficial expression, but it is entirely in keeping with the 
tone of the alliance press on the Homestead affair from the 
first outbreak. Indeed there is no part of the press of the 
country, not even the labor papers proper, which have 
been so sweeping in their denunciations of Carnegie and 
Frick and so enthusiastic and thorough-going in their 
expressions of sympathy with the utmost claims of tho 
men, as these farmers’ papers. 

This fact is a striking refutation of the claim of some of 
our social reformers who, led astray by a vain theory as to 
the necessarily proletarian origin of any radical social 
reform, have argued that there could be no real sympathy 


530 


or basis for common action between the agricultural and 
wage-earning classes. If such common action is lacking, it 
is now getting to be evident that it will be the fault of the 
wage-earners and not of the farmers. The latter have set 
a pace in this work of social reconstruction which the 
former will have difficulty to keep up with. 

The fact is, the country is most fortunate that the work 
of radical social reform started where it did, among the 
farmers of the West. No more intelligent, courageous and 
morally sound body of men ever set their hands to the 
saving of society. Beginning with a somewhat narrow 
notion of the work to be done, based chiefly upon economic 
distresses especially affecting their own interests, their 
conception of the scope of any industrial reform that is to 
be adequate, has broadened day by day. LEHach successive 
declaration of purposes, as one looks back three years, 
appeals to a wider principle and announces a more extea- 
sive program. ‘The progress in doctrine has been truly 
remarkable. The platform put forth by the recent Erfurth 
Congress of the German social democrats is tame reading 
compared with the Omaha platform and the various stace 
and congressional district platforms now being adopted by 
the people’s party. 

More significant even of the profound and (in a proper 
sense) revolutionary tendency of the new movement than 
any explicit declarations of platforms, is the tone of its 
representative press. Here we find a radicalism of view 
which is nothing less than startling. The keynote of tue 
reform press of the West and Southwest is the essential 
injustice and absurdity of inequalities of wealth in a 
nominal republic. There is no such thing as driving tae 
ploughshare of reform any deeper than that. 


The fact is, the population of the West and Southwest is ; 


bodily drifting straight and fast toward a general readiness 
to demand, as the only satisfactory solution of the industrial 
question, absolute economic equality and a nationalized 
system of industry as its guarantee. 


Shall we have Postmaster Censorship ? 


We observe that a number of newspapers are discussing 
the propriety of a law authorizing postmasters to*exclude 
from the mail papers which advocate anarchy. 

Publications which in explicit terms advise wurde» and 
arson certainly deserve the utmost reprobation, and the 
responsibility of their editors is as great as that of 
those who carry out their suggestions. If an editor is 
liable for attacking in print men’s reputations, he certainly 
ought to be for attacking in the same manner their lives, 

The proper remedy, however, in such cases, is manifestly 
the direct prosecution of the offending publications by she 
officers of the Jaw and not their indire¢t persecution 
through the postoffice administration. Postmasters are not 
officers of the law and ought not to be given the power or 
responsibilities of such officers. If we are to have a cen- 
sorship of the press, like Russia and some other countries, 
let us be honest and have one. To pretend that we have 
a free press while giving every cross-roads postmaster the 
power to suppress publications at discretion, is dishonest 
and makes us ridiculous. 

To advocate anarchy, in the opinion of The New Nation, 
indicates bad judgment and mighty little even of that, but 
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it is not necessarily a crime. There are plenty of believers 
in the philosophy of anarchism, who would not kill a fly, 
or urge any one else to. ‘There are many schools of an- 
archists, and the postmaster censors proposed by our con- 
temporaries would need to take a course in sociology before 
they would be able to discriminate properly. To repeat 
what we have said above, the only proper course is for the 
public prosecutor to proceed according to law against 
particular offenders, and the worst possible conrse is to 
permit the administration of justice to saddle its proper 
responsibilities upon the postoffice, the functions of which 
should be purely ministerial. 


The Opportunity of Insurance Commissioner Merrill. 


Insurance Commissioner Merrill of this state has made 
himself invidious to a very large class of persons by his 
crusade against the insurance concerns known as short term 
orders. It is, we think, generally admitted that some of 
these concerns are run on unsound principles nearly cer- 
tainly involving loss to those drawn into them. Others, it 
is believed, which nevertheless have suffered from the course 
of the insurance commissioner, are sound organizations, 
whose low rates give the people a much-needed relief from 
the extortions of the insurance companies. 

However this may be, and whatever the extent to which 
the insurance commissioner may have been justified in at- 
tacking the éredit of some of these orders, it is certain that 
the parties benefited by his course havé been the old line 
insurance companies, which have been helped as their rivals 
have been injured. 

Now this is a most unrighteous result, for the old line 
companies are built upon systematic extortion, and in point 
of security offer few, if any, advantages over a properly 
managed order. It is generally admitted that even the 
shakier of the orders are safe enough so long as the new. 
business keeps coming in at the proper rate, but how many 
of the old-fashioned companies are safe except on the same 
supposition ? Whatever they may claim in this respect, 
the public has had too much experience with bursted com- 
panies in the past, to feel confident that many of them 
would stand, except upon the same condition of “new busi- 
ness” which is required to float the orders. 

Moreover, while no sounder or safer in the event of a 
business crisis or a sudden loss of popularity than the better 
class of orders, the rates for insurance charged by the old 
companies, owing to their necessity of paying profits and 
the expenses of a desperate competition, are extortionate to 
the point of robbery. No one knows better than the insur- 
ance commissioner, what everybody knows well enough, 
namely, that the insurance premiums charged by the insur- 
ance companies are at least twice to three times what the 
true cost of safe insurance is and would be if the system 
were operated by the state. 

Now the point we wish to make is this — if Insurance 
Commissioner Merrill deems it his duty as a public official 
to warn the people against the alleged impositiors of the 
orders, why does he not deem it equally his duty to warn 
them against the confessed impositions of the insurance 
companies, which drove the people in self-defence to create 
the orders ? 

The commissioner is today the object of an opprobrium 
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on the part of a large class of his fellow-countrymen, which, 
if incurred from a sense of duty to the people is-indeed 
an honor to him, but which otherwise must be painful to 
bear. If he would prove beyond question that it was in- 
curred from a sense of duty, and by the high consistency of 
his course silence the attacks of those whose interests he has 
injured, let him indict the insurance companies together 
with the orders, and point out to the people, as none is 
better fitted to do, that state life insurance at cost, is the 
only way on one hand of escaping extortion and on the other 
of obtaining insurance that will insure. 

So long as the insurance commissioner confines his zeal 
for the public protection to exposing the irregularities of 
some of the orders, while silent as to the outrageous system 
of extortion which the companies without exception prac- 
tice, and that too without giving their victims a security 
much if any greater than that of the orders, he cannot 
wonder that his motives are questioned. 


The Storm Center at Buffalo. 


As we go to press Buffalo, N. Y., is the industrial storm 
center of the United States. A great strike of switchmen 
and other bodies of employees has blocked all freight traffic 
on several of the great lines terminating at that city. Hun- 
dreds of freight cars have been burned and a great amount 
of property destroyed by mobs which have taken advantage 
of the situation for lawless purposes. A full brigade of 
state troops is attempting to restore order and numerous 
conflicts have already taken place. At this writing it is not 
certain whether the strike has culminated or is going to ex- 
tend till it rivals the great railroad strike of 1877. In any 
case it is, like all railroad strikes, another argument for 
government ownership of the means of transportation. 
Under such a system, with its classified service, guarantee 
of a permanent position, promise of old age and accident 
pensions, and the generally just conditions which public 
opinion compels in public service, strikes would be out of 
the question because unnecessary. How many more great 
railroad wars, with their bloodshed, loss and general incon- 
venience will it require to teach the people this lesson? 


Bread to Follow Coal. 


Kings have feared to tax bread; governments have fallen 
because they have levied a tariff on wheat, but the Ameri- 
can syndicate fears nothing. This is a free country, un- 
doubtedly the freest country, for men who rob their fellows, 
that the sun ever- shone on. The recent combination of 
the flour mills in New York we have before spoken of 
in The New Nation. Now the flour mills of California, 
one of the greatest wheat states, have followed suit. ‘The 
combine, which was incorporated August 8, under the 
name of the Sperry Flour company, practically includes all 
the mills of California. ‘The capitalization is $10,000,000 
and the output of the plants controlled is 6,000 barrels 
a day. 

The price of flour will not of course be raised materially 
till the Minnesota flour mills are also syndicated, and a 
treaty for the “regulation of prices,” arranged with them, 
together with perhaps a little understanding with the rail- 
roads abont discriminating rates against flour mills refusing 
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to come into the combine. Then the screws will be put on 
and bread will follow coal up out of the reach of the 
poor. 

Of course it is going to be hard on the poor, but this is 
doubtless the only way in which the masses can be brought 
to see that nationalizing the production and distribution 
of the country is the only way out. It may be some little 
time before all of them see it, but when they do, things 
will go with a rush, and we would not want to guarantee 
the flour mill trust that it will get fancy prices for its mills 
when the people take them over. 


Bringing Water to our Mill. 


We call attention to an article reprinted elsewhere from 
the Boston Herald upon the right of continuous employ- 
ment contended for by the Homestead strikers, and the fea- 
sibility of adopting it into our industrial system. The 
author.of the article, which is anonymous, is stated by the 
Herald to be one of the most eminent and conservative 
men in New England, whose name if published would 
attract an extraordinary degree of attention to the article. 
We reprint it as not only instructive, but giving striking 
evidence of the rapidity with which even the most conser- 
vative thinkers are feeling their way toward the nationalist 
ideal as the only way out. 

As we have often said in discussing this subject, let the 
desirability of guaranteeing continuous employment be 
once brought under general discussion, and a national 
organization of industry as the only plan that can make 
it possible, comes at once to the front as a live issue. 

We quote for special comment a paragraph of this 
article referring particularly to nationalism : 

The nationalist idea is that the government should guarantee to 
everybody appropriate continuous employment and a livelihood, on 
the assumption that everybody will be industrious and faithful in 


the employment to which he is assigned; and this is certainly a 
pleasing dream if not a rational expectation. 


The implication here: conv:yed is that the assumption 
that everybody will be “industrious and faithful in the 
employment to which he is assigned,” is too sanguine; but 
in fact there is no such assumption made. There will be 
degrees of industry and faithfulness; and those who show 
high degrees will advance to influence and honor and 
those who show low degrees will drop into positions of 
subordination and comparative disesteem, ending perhaps, 
in the case of able-bodied recalcitrants, who absolutely 
insist on living on. others’ labor without any form of 
service, in something like the workhouse. At the present 
time, the existence of a large class of idle rich takes the 
reproach from idleness and makes it seem fine to live on 
others’ toil. Under nationalism there will be no idle rich, 
and the refusal to do anything for one’s living, implying as 
it does the intention of living on others, will be regarded 
as the avowal of an intent to commit theft, against which 
society has the right to protect itself. 

Another point is mistaken in the above quotation. It 
is not contemplated as the general rule under nationalism, 
that people will be “assigned”> their employments in 
an arbitrary manner, but that they shall select them 
on evidence of aptitude for their duties, with an impartial 
rule of discrimination where there is an excess of applicants 
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for positions in special lines of service. The only ones 
who will need to be assigned their work will be those too 
inditferent to select it. 


The Golden Calf. 


Last week all the robbers and would-be robbers of the 
United States watched with watering mouths the progress 
across the country from the San Francisco mint to the 
New York sub-treasury, of the treasure train bearing $20,- 
000,000 in gold. Had it not been idle to dream of over- 
coming the powerful guard which protected the treasure, 
there would have been a separate attempt to hold up the 
train at every mile-post from the Golden Gate to the sub- 
treasury portals. 

And no wonder. As society is at present organized, the 
possession of that gold or of even a small part of it, would 
make its holder a king over his fellows as truly as ever a 
man was who wore a crown. ‘The possession of that gold 
would have meant the power to command the service of 
the bodies and brains of men and women for every ccn- 
ceivable purpose of ambition, pleasure or lust. The gold 
would confer this power, because, as society is constituted, 
it means bread, clothing and shelter, and therefore hunger, 
nakedness and cold would compel men and women to do 
the will of him who had it, or perish. 

This power would have been in no way dependent upon 
the desert of the possessor of the gold, who might have 
obtained it by robbery or murder. It is a magic quality 
made by society to inhere in the gold itself in whatever 
hands it may be and however they may have acquired it. 

Did ever the folly of savages worshipping stocks and 
stones exceed that of a race basing its social structure on a 
horrible black magic like this ? 

Under the system of nationalism, with its organization 
of all production and distribution as public business, the 
possession of that trainfull of gold by an individual, if we 
can suppose it happening, would not advantage him a whit. 
He might safely stack it in his back yard; nobody would 
steal it. The whole of it would not enable its possessor to 
buy a loaf of bread or a change of linen, or serve to procure 
so much as a horse-car ticket. His claim to any part of 
the national product and service, would be based upon his 
citizenship, and all being equal as citizens, no conceivable 
consideration could make his proportion of that product 
more than that of others. 

May the day hasten when some Moses shall come from 
Sinai and with the hammer of nationalism break in pieces 
the golden calf. 


PUBLIC OWNERSHIP AND LABOR IN AUS- 
TRALIA. 


Christian Union: Australia is forging ahead with ex- 
periments for the solution of the world’s industrial prob- 
lems. The first country to introduce the eight-hour day, 
and the democratic — not bureaucratic — state ownership 
of railroads, she may yet be the first to solve the problems 
of labor wars, compulsory idleness and the concentration 
of wealth. The Victorian administration is about to in- 
troduce a bill for the establishment of boards of concilia- 
tion to prevent strikes and lockouts, and another to 
authorize the loan of public money at three per cent. to 
farmers wishing to buy land and build homes. ‘This 


second measure is decidedly radical, bunt the loan it pro- 
poses is certainly less hazardous than the loan our own 
government contemplates making to the Nicaragua Canal 
company. The fact that the money is lent to the poor to 
be spent at home, instead of lent to the rich to be spent 
abroad, does not make the measure any more objectionably 
socialistic. 


AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC OWNERSHIP. 


American Agriculturalist: It is an open secret that the 
water barons favor the immediate cession by government of 
its arid lands to the respective states of the dry region, in 
the hope that their corporations can acquire control of the 
water supply before the states‘erect legal safeguards against 
such perpetual monopolies. This has already been done in 
Wyoming, to a certain degree in Colorado, and much more 
carefully in California, but much remains to be accomplished 
before the rights of the great public are fully protected. 
Here is a comparatively new field that affords every reason 
and opportunity for applying the nationalistic idea’ Why 
not cede the arid lands to the state on condition that they 
own and control, not only the supply of water, but also the 
canals and ditches by means of which it is brought upon the 
land? If ever there was a matter that should be wholly 
controlled by the public, that is, by the state, it is this water 
question. Now is the time to inaugerate the right method. 
Every week’s delay means an added burden, present and 
prospective, with no compensating advantages. 


THE GREAT PRINCIPLE INVOLVED AT HOMESTEAD. 


Burgess McLuckie of Homestead, in his Sunday evening 
speech at Boston on the occasion of the benefit for the 
Homestead strikers and locked-out men, reviewed the career 
of Mr. Frick. This man, he said, had precipitated 41 strikes 
and lockouts in the various concerns under his management. 
In 1882 Frick’s appeal to the militia resulted in the death 
of seven workingmen ; in 1885 Frick’s militia guard killed 
three workingmen; in 1887 five workingmen; in 1890 13 
workingmen, and now in 1892 his Pinkertons keep up the 
record. At the close of the speech of the burgess, Chair- 
man Roche read a letter from Hdward Bellamy which served - 
as a proper commentary upon these facts. After express- 
ing his regrets for his inability to be present, the writer 
said: “There have been a thousand strikes and lockouts 
whose hardships and heroes are forgotten. The Homestead 
lockout will live in history, because it brought to the front 
and to the top a principle which has been behind and at the 
bottom of all the strikes that ever took place — the right of 
willing workers to permanent employment on fair terms. 
This principle, hitherto indistinctly voiced, Homestead has 
opeuly avowed and inscribed on the banner of the workers, 
which is the banner of the people. Let us nail the flag to 
the mast. If the capitalists who insist on managing the 
industries which are the means of livelihood of the people, 
can guarantee employment on fair terms to all who wish to 
work, well and good. If they cannot or will not, we must 
look further. There is no business so properly devolving 
upon any government which pretends to represent the 
people, as that of guaranteeing them aq livelihood by provid- 
ing them with work. A so-called republic, which proclaims 
political liberty and equality, while permitting and defend- 
ing industrial oppression and QOesarism, is a fraud. The 
industrial system of a nation, as well as its political system, 
should be a government of the people, by the people, for the 
people.” 


KANSAS FARMERS STAND BY THE LABORERS. 


The Kansas Farmers’ alliance has agreed to furnish the 
locked-out men at Homestead with flour enough to tide them 
over their troubles with the Carnegie company. The com- 
pact made at Omaha is indeed being faithfully carried out, 
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A VOTIN’ WOMAN. 


‘© A votin’ woman! Ah!’’ said he, 
“'That’s something [ should hate to see 
A woman shy and sweet should be, 
And rule at home all modestlee.”’ 
He softly stroked his ample knee 
‘But women ought to vote!’” said she. 


“The women, they are moved,”’ said he, 
‘By impulse, as you must agree ; 

They might be won by sophistree, 
With arguments and subtletee”’ 

He poked with anxious pokes his knee ; 
“But women ought to vote!”’ said she. 


““To wield the ballot, calls,’’ said he, 
“For strength and for integritee, 

And power to solve with certaintee 
The problems of the centuree.”’ 

He spread his hands upon his knee; 
‘*But women ought to vote,” said she. 


This man, a candidate was he, 
A city officer to be; 
Just then the door-bell jingled free, 
A heeler from a great citee 
Had called, the candidate to see; 
‘‘ What do you pay for votes ?”’ asked he. 


The candidate uneasilee 

With nervous hand caressed his knee; 
‘Call round election day,’’ said he, 

“With Slugger Bill and John Magee;”’ 
Then held the door all graciouslee, 

With candidatish courtesee. 


“Ts that a voter?’’ queried she. 
‘‘That he is strong, I must agree; 
But can he solve with certaintee 
The problems of the centuree!”’ 
The orator no more spake he, 
But madly pounded on his knee! 


Mrs. Aucustus ARCHIBALD. 


THE RIGHT OF CONTINUOUS EMPLOYMENT. 


A notable communication in the Boston Herald of last 
week on the right of continuous employment, written, it is 
said, by a prominent New England educator, has attracted 
considerable attention, and we reprint the body of it for 
the benefit of our readers, who will find it pretty radical , 
talk from a very conservative source : 

“The Homestead strikers have enunciated a principle 
which at first sight seems absurd, namely, that manual 
laborers have a right to continuous employment; and, 
though it is not expressly so stated, they apparently mean 
continuous employment on terms and conditions arranged ,- 
by themselves. Now there is such a thing in the world as 
the right to continuous employment, but it is a right rarely 
enjoyed. How delightful it would be for a young carpen- 
ter, machinist, compositor or clerk, who had been well 
trained in his trade, and at 21 or 22 years of age is ready 
to marry and settle down, if he could enjoy this right of 
continuous employment; but as the world goes, continuous | 
employment is the last thing he can count on, or reason- 
ably expect 

“Yet there is such a thing as the right of continuous 
employment. Who enjoy it and on what terms? A few 
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judges who are appointed for life, after having proved their 
capacity by many years of successful labor at the bar; a 
fuw professors in colleges, who prepared themselves elabo- 
rately for their function at their own charges or at the 
cost of their parents, and then served for 10 or 15 years on 
temporary probationary appointments; a few heads of 
endowed academies under similar conditions; some hun- 
dreds of officers in the United States army and navy, and 
many officers of banks, trust companies, insurance com- 
panies, manufacturing companies and other commercial 
establishments, which value experience and proved fidelity. 

“Tt is to be observed, in the first place, concerning all 
ihese persons who enjoy the right of continuous employ- 
ment during good behavior and efficiency, that the security 
and dignity of their positions diminish the compensation in 
money which they receive. The right to continuous em- 
ployment is so precious that any sensible person who 
enjoys it will work for less money than he would demand 
for the same labor without the security. In the next 
nlace, a long probation or period, during which worth and 
capacity can be demonstrated, always precedes the acquisi- 
tion of this precious privilege. Thus, before a man can 
become a professor in Harvard, Yale or Columbia university 
during good behavior and efficiency, he must ordinarily 
have served several years on appointments annually re- 
newed, and from eight to ten years on appointments for 
liinited periods longer than one year. No prudent em- 
ployer can give a man a life tenure without a long ex- 
perience of the man’s physical, intellectual and moral 
quality. 

“The distinct assertion, by a body of intelligent manual 
laborers, that continuous employment is a natural right, is 


‘a particularly interesting phenomenon, because the whole 


tendency of American political, industrial and social life 
seems to have thus far been in the opposite direction. 

“ Thus the nation denies to all of its civil servants this 
right of continuous employment which the Homestead 
strikers assert: the several states, as a rule, deny it to 
their officials, although some instances of long terms of 
service can be found in states where one political party has 
been continuously in power for many years. As a rule, 
municipal servants in the United States have exceedingly 
short terms. In New England towns, a few offices, par- 
ticularly those of treasurer and clerk, are sometimes held 
for long periods; but selectmen and road commissioners 
are frequently changed. 

“In political office the American idea has been rotation, 
even for those functions in which experience and acquired 
skill are obviously important. To this rotation in offices 
which require much knowledge and skill the comparative 
failure of municipal government in the United States is 
due. ‘he whole school system is carried on with short ten- 
ures for teachers. One year is a very common period of 
appointment, and there are many towns and cities which 
appoint teachers for even shorter periods. ‘Tenures for 
teachers during good behavior and efficiency are very rare 
in the public school system. The railroads in the United 
States are organized on the principle that any employee, 
high or low, may be dismissed without notice and without 
cause assignéd.- As to domestic service, it is conducted on 
the brutal principle that either party may dissolve the con- 
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nection at a week’s notice. In most manufacturing estab- 
lishments, continuous employment for the hands depends 
on continuous profit for the owners. 

“Tf the industry is temporarily unsuccessful, the laborers 
must be discharged. If the mill, or the furnace, or the 
machine shop, or even the engine needs repairs, all the per- 
sons employed in the establisement must take a compulsory 
vacation. Throughout the whole range of the national in- 
dustries, security of employment for the laborer is almost 
unknown. ‘ 

“Tt is noteworthy that all the functions in which the 
principle of continuous employment is now exemplified, 
are performed with exemplary fidelity, skill and efficiency, 
and that all offices, which can be held during good behavior 
and efficiency, are regarded as honorable and desirable. 


“So far as the principle is given effect in the United 


States, it is of proved advantage to the community, as well 
as to the mer: who are fortunate enough to enjoy its fruits. 
The nationalist idea is that the government sbould guar- 
antee to everybody appropriate, continuous employment 
and a livelihood, on the assumption that everybody will be 
industrious and faithful in the employment to which he is 
assigned; and this is certainly a pleasing dream, if not a 
rational expectation. : 

“The Homestead demand for continuous employment 
will prove a very useful utterance, if it leads the masses of 
the people to consider what the necessary conditions and 
preliminaries for continuous employment are: namely, 
thorough training, long probationary service and demon- 
strated skill, loyalty and good character. 

“Perhaps it may prove possible to introduce into the 
service of industrial and transportation companies, and 
into domestic service, some of the principles which govern 
those services in which tenure during good behavior and 
efficiency is already established; it may become possible 
to engage skilful mechanics, good household servants or 
competent clerks by the year, after reasonable trial ;-it may, 
possibly, prove expedient to make the wages of all the 
principal men in a great industrial or trading establishment 
independent of the immediate profits or losses of the 
business during short terms. A college or an academy 
does not immediately cut down its staff of teachers or 
reduce their salaries because its number of students tem- 
porarily declines; a bank does not dismiss its cashier or 
tellers or lower their salaries because its business has been 
unprofitable for six months. 

“Tt is certain that great transportation companies cannot 
be conducted to the satisfaction of the public, so long as 
they are liable to strikes, boycotts, sudden incursions of 
green hands, revengeftl injuries and all the other de- 
plorable consequences of the policy of instant dismissal by 
the corporation on the one hand, and of instant abandon- 
ment of duty by the employed on the other. 

“The progress of civil service reform justifies the hope 
that the American people is gradually making up its mind 
that it is more agreeable, as well as more advantageous, to be 
served continuously by intelligent and well-treated officials, 
who have thoroughly learned their business, than by in- 
experienced persons who have barely got used to their work 
when they are replaced by others. 

“Let this right of continuous employment, then, be fully 


discussed from all points of view. It exists within small 
districts ; it works well where it exists. How can it be 
extended ? ” 


ARBITRATION AT HOMESTEAD AND IN GEN- 
EHRAL. 


[From an interview with Edward Bellamy in the Boston Globe, 
August 7.] 


Every humane person would. of course like to see the 
struggle at Homestead ended by fair arbitration, but so 
long as the Carnegie company persists in its reiterated 
refusal to recognize the Amalgamated association, or to 
deal with the men except as individuals, talk about arbitra- 
tion is manifestly idle, for it is only through their organi- 
zation that the men could be parties to an arbitration. 

As regards the utility of arbitration in general, in dis- 
putes between labor and capital, experience in this country 
does not justify a sanguine view. When the idea of boards 
of arbitration to settle industrial controversies was first 
brought to the front a few years ago, great things were 
expected of it, but tlhe results have been trifling. Neither 
party as a rule appeals to arbitration till it feels itself 
beaten, and then the other side naturally refuses it. 

Even when arbitration is accepted by both parties the 
verdict has only a moral value. The men cannot be com- 
pelled to work a day longer than they wish on the terms 
recommended by the arbitrators, nor can the employers 
be compelled to keep the terms if they find them un- 
profitable. 

The phase into which the industrial struggle is now 
passing promises to make arbitration more impracticable 
than ever. In all recent important strikes and lockouts, 
including that at Homestead, the main issue has been the 
refusal of the employers to recognize the men’s unions or 
to deal with them except as individuals. This, of course, 
absolutely shuts out arbitration, which is impossible except 
between organized bodies. 

The fact is, the struggle between employers and em- 
ployees in this country has now become a fight not chiefly 
for wages, but for the existence of labor organizations, as 
against the claims of capital to entirely dominate the con- 
ditions of industry. As such it is a fight for life, and 
arbitration is not in it. 

But although the fight is for life, it will not be carried 
to the finish. ‘The public will in the end permit neither 
side to crush the other, but after enduring the incon- 
venience and turmoil of the struggle till its patience is 
exhausted, will intervene and put an end to the fight, and 
the possibility of any more fights, by organizing all indus- 
try as public business to be carried on for the general 
welfare, with a guarantee of employment and equal main- 
tenance to all, without regard to occupation. 


IT IS WORTH A TRIAL. 

A Stoughton (Mass.) correspondent writes: “I want to 
see Mr. B. Franklin Hunter’s plan, to raise money enough 
in the clubs to pay for the circulation of The New Nation 
of many thousands of copies, carried out, if possible, at 
once. I pledge here two of my small number of dollars for 
the object. If The New Nation can be made to do as much 
good to a million of minds as it has to my own mind, these 
dollars from the clubs will be the best investment in the 
coming emergency that can possibly be made.” 
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NATIONALISM IN POLITICS. 


PEOPLES PARTY NEWS FROM MANY STATES. 


Enthusiasm all Along the Line. Organizing Victory. What 
the Papers say. Note and Comment. 


The Georgia republicans are not to puta state ticket in 
the field. 
The plan to bury Jerry Simpson in the 7th (Kansas) 


When 
the democratic convention of that district met at Dodge 


Congressional district has evidently fallen through. 


City last Tuesday, the delegates refused to run a candidate. 
The convention ratified the nomination of Simpson and 
adjourned, 


The republicans have set apart a barrel to redeem Kan- 
sas. The plan now is to import negroes from the South. 
The populists are making a canvass of the state in order to 
head off this attempt to throttle the sentiment of the 
people. The republican party is showing the familiar 


signs of old age. 


The labor unions of the Pacific coast are joining the 
people’s party very generally. The federated trades of 
San Francisco have voted to work for Weaver and Field. 


It seems that the. Virginia democrats are getting alarmed 
at the spread of the new party in the Old Dominion. 
They fear a repetition of the Alabama. election. The 
current is not noisy, but it runs deep. 


Populists’in Nevada presented Gen. Weaver with a 
$10,000 life insurance policy when he passed through 
that state for the Pacific coast. 
route have been surprisingly large and enthusiastic. 


His audiences on the 


The chairman of the democratic state committee of 
North Carolina recently called upon Mr. Cleveland and 
urged him to visit that state. Things are indeed des- 
perate when it takes the presence of a presidential can- 
didate to steady the nerves of the democracy in the once 
solid South. North 


Carolina. 


Cleveland speeches cannot save 


A Populist Club at Springfield. 


A people’s party club was formed at Springfield, Mass., 
on the evening of the 12th. Morris W. Landers was chosen 
president, Charles H. Hubbard, secretary, and Charles 
Haradon, treasurer. Speeches were made by Henry R. 
Legate of Boston and Herbert McIntosh of Worcester. The 
club is in good hands andthe city will show a largely in- 
creased third party vote over last year. 


Harrison does not like the New Party a Bit. 


A Washington special to the Boston Herald: It is true, 
as was reported today, that when it was thought that 
Judge Gresham would be nominated by the third party, 
ex-Chairman Clarkson and other anti-Harrisonian repub- 
licans advised that, if it was ascertained after election day 
that the election was likely to be thrown into the House 
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because the third party had gotten electoral votes enough 


to prevent the election of Harrison or Cleveland, the re- 
publican electors should cast their votes for Gresham, if 
they would suffice to elect him, and so shut Cleveland out. 
But it is also true, as has not been reported, that this 
proposition was vigorously opposed by President Harrison, 
who said that he would not countenance any such ex- 
‘;acrdinary proceeding. He would rather, he said, have 
Cleveland than Gresham in the White House. 


Two Doubtful Southern States. 


Louisiana and Alabama are two southern states concern- 
ing which the leaders of the people’s party have very little 
to say, as the situation in both commonwealths is very 


much involved. Since the Alabama election and the devel- 


oped strength of the alliance, the democrats have become 
alarmed. If Kolb is not inaugurated governor, —and there 
is prospect he may be, —it is certain that the independents 
will all be working for Weaver and Field, and will be 
Sehting to win, too. In Louisiana, also, the democratic 
leaders have suddenly scented danger. The Farmers’ al- 
liance vonference at Monroe, La., on the 3d, 4th and 5th 
proved to be overwhelmingly people’s party in sentiment. 
President T. S. Adams, seeing that the Weaver men had 
captured the alliance, resigned and left the hall. A dozen 
or more left with him. J.D. Copeland was chosen presi- 
all 
Weaver men, was promptly elected. The members were 
instructed to vote only for candidates who stand upon the 
Ocaja and Omaha platforms. The democrats admit that 
the third party is being managed more adroitly than is 
usually the case with such movements. 


“Spirit of 1776.” 


The above is the title of a four-page sheet, to be issued 
twice a month during the campaign by E. Gerry Brown of 
Greenbush, Mass., a member of the national committee of 
the people’s party. Its purpose is to give Massachusetts 
members of the party, news of the movement. It will 
circulate locally, and’ Mr. Brown asks for “10 cents or 
more ” for the Spirit of 1776 for the campaign. There is 
plenty of room in the reform field for papers of the right 
sort gnd we trust the Spirit of 1776 will be a success. 


New Hampshire Joins the Procession. 


A populist conference was held at Manchester last week. 
The meeting, like the late Maine convention, was opened 
with prayer. A permanent organization was effected with 
with G. J. Greenleaf of Portsmouth as chairman aud F. G. 
R. Gordon of Manchester, secretary. The national com- 
mittee chosen were D, B. Currier of Hanover, George 
Carpenter of Swanzey and J. F. Woodbury of Manchester 
There will be a nominating convention at Manchester, 
September 6, when an electoral ticket will be chosen and 
other nominations made. 


The Old North State Organizes. 


The North Carolina Farmers’ alliance met at Raleigh on 
the 11th, Marion Butler in the chair, and after a full dis- 
cussion, declared for the people’s party. On the 16th the 
tirst populist convention was held at Raleigh. About 90 
per cent of the farmers’ alliance followed Marion Butler 
into the third party. The populists claim a voting strength 
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of 80,000 and talk confidently of carrying the state for 
Weaver. 
A Massachusetts Convention in September. 

The Massachusetts people’s party will hold a mass con- 
vention at William Parkman hall, 3 Boylston place, Boston, 
at 1 o’clock on Wednesday, September 7. We advise all 
members of the party who find it convenient to make it a 
point to be present. 

Note and Comment. 

A mass convention at Trenton, N. J., September 6, to 

choose Weaver and Field electors has been announced. 


A South Carolina correspondent says that Wall street 
has attempted to deliver the reformers of the state 


to the old party, but that after the Angust primaries a_ 


people’s party will be formed, when “there will be about 
the liveliest times you ever heard of in South Carolina.” 


Senator Sawyer says that Wisconsin shall not be lost for 
the republicans as long as he has any money left. That is 
right. So long as there is a barrel the G. O. P. will not 
despair. 


Judge Chester C. Cole, recently of the Iowa supreme 
ecurt and a prominent republican, appeared in the Iowa 
people’s party convention at Des Moines and made a 
Weaver speech. He was elected elector-at-large. 


John Orvis of Jamaica Plain, who declined the socialist 
labor party nomination for governor of Massachusetts, 
said in his letter of declination, that since he consented 
reluctantly to stand as a candidate, events had. occurred in 
three states so fraught with peril to the rights of the 
working classes as to call for united political action on 
their part. Mr. Orvis is a people’s party man, and we 
recognize his sound sense in striving for a union of labor 
and reform forces. 


A picturesque incident is reported from Reno, Nev. 
Gen. Weaver was delayed by a railroad accident, but the 
crowd waited three hours for the populist leader. The 
novel sight was then witnessed of several thousand people 
standing in the open air at the base of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains for several hours after midnight listening to 
political speeches. 

The people’s party club of Tarrytown, N. Y., meets Wed- 
nesday evenings at Curtiss hall on Main street. Pamphlets 
and reform literature may be sent to John Cahill, Box 52, 
North Tarrytown, N. Y. 


The Omaha Preamble, Platform and Resolutions. 


Asseinbled upon the 116th anniversary of the declaration. 


of independence, the people’s party of America, in their 
first national convention, invoking upon their action the 
blessing of Almighty God, puts forth in the name and on 
behalf of the people of this country the following preamble 
and declaration of principles : 

The conditions which surround us best justify our co- 
operation. We meetin the midst of a nation brought to the 
verge of moral, political and material ruin, Corruption 
dominates the ballot box, the Legislatures, the Congress 
and touches even the ermine of the bench. ‘The people are 
demoralized; most of the states have been compelled to 
isolate the voters at the polling places to prevent universal 
intimidation or bribery. The newspapers are largely subsi- 
dized or muzzled; public opinion silenced; business pros- 


a 


“capitalists. 


trated ; our homes covered with mortgages; labor impover- 
ished and the land concentrating in the hands of the 
The urban workmen are denied the right of 
organization for self-protection ; imported pauperized labor 
beats down their wages, a hireling standing army, unrecog- 
nized by our laws, is established to shoot them down; 
and they are rapidly degenerating into Kuropean conditions. 
The fruits of the toil of millions are boldly stolen to build’ 
up colossal fortunes for a few, unprecedented in the history 
of mankind; and the possessors of these, in turn, despise the 
republic and endanger liberty. From the same prolific womb 
of governmental injustice we breed the two great classes — 
tramps and millionaires. The national power to create 
money is appropriated to enrich bondholders. A vast pub- 
lic debt, payable in legal tender currency. has been funded 
into gold-bearing bonds, thereby adding millions to the 
burdens of the people. 

Silver, which has been accepted as coin since the dawn of 
history, has been demonetized to add to the purchasing 
power of gold by decreasing the value of all forms of prop- 
erty as well as human labor, and the supply of currency is 
purposely abridged to fatten usurers, bankrupt enterprise 
and enslave industry. A vast conspiracy against mankind 
has been organized on two continents and it is rapidly tak- 
ing possession of the world. If not met and overthrown at 
once, it forebodes terrible social convulsions, the destruction 
of civilization or the establishment of an absolute despotism. 

We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century 
the struggles of the two great political parties for power 
and plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon 
a suffering people. We charge that the controling influ- 
ences dominating both these parties have permitted the ex- 
isting dreadful conditions to develop without serious efforts 
to prevent or restrain them. Neither do they now promise 
us any substantial reform. They have agreed together to 
ignore, in the coming campaign, every issue but one. They 
propose to drown the outcries of a plundered people with 
the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff, so that capital- 
ists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts, watered 
stock, the demonetization of silver and the oppressions of 
the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose to sac- 
rifice our homes, lives and children on the altar of 
mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure cor- - 
ruption funds from the millionaires. 

Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the 
nation and filled with the spirit of the grand generation 
which established our independence, we seek to restore the 
government of the republic to the hands of “the plain 
people,” with whom it originated. 

We assert our purposes to be identical with the purposes 
of the national constitution : “To form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.” 

We declare that this republic can only endure as a free 
government while built upon the love of the whole people 
for each other and for the nation; that it cannot be pinned 
together by bayonets; that the civil war is over and that 
every passion and resentment which grew out of it must 
die with it, and that we must be in facf. as we are in name, 
the united brotherhood of free men. 

Our country finds itself confronted by conditions for 
which there is no precedent in the history of the world; our 
annual agricultural productions amount to billions of dollars 
in value, which must within a few weeks or months be ex- 
changed for billions of dollars of commodities consumed in 
their production; the existing currency supply is wholly 
inadequate to make this exchange; the results are falling 
prices, the formation of combines and rings and the impov- 
erishment of the producing class. We pledge ourselves 
that, if given power, we will labor to correct these evils by 
wise and reasonable legislation in accordance with the terms 
of our platform. We believe that the powers of govern- 
ment — in other words, of the people — should be expanded 
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(as in the case of the postal service) as rapidly and as far 
as the good sense of an intelligent people and the teachings 
of experience shall justify, to the end that oppression, in- 
justice and poverty shall eventually cease in the land. 

While our sympathies as a party of reform are uaturally 
upon the side of every proposition which will tend to make 
men intelligent, virtuous and temperate, we nevertheless re- 
gard these questions, important as they are, as secondary to 
the great issues now pressing for solution, and upon which 
not only our individual prosperity, but the very existence 
of free institutions depend; and we ask all men to first help 
us to determine whether we are to have a republic to admin- 
ister, before we differ as to the conditions upon which it is 
to be administered. Believing that the forces of reform 
this day organized will never cease to move forward until 
every wrong is remedied, and equal rights and equal privileges 
securely established for all men and women of the country, 
we declare therefore : 

First — That the union of the labor forces of the United 
States, this day consummated, shall be permanent and _per- 
petual. May its spirit enter into all hearts for the salva- 
tion of the republic and the uplifting of mankind. 

Second— Wealth belongs to him who creates it, and every 
dollar taken from industry without an equivalent is robbery. 
“Tf any will not work, neither shall he eat.” The interests 
of rural and civic labor are the same; their enemies identical. 

Third — We believe that the time has come when the rail- 
road corporations will either own the people or the people 
must own the railroads and should the government enter upon 
the work of owning and managing any or all railroads, we 
should favor ap amendment to the constitution by which all 
persons engaged in the government service shall be placed 
under a civil service regulation of the most rigid chara-ter, 
so as to prevent the increase of the power of the national 
administration by the use of such additional government 
employees. | 

We demand a national currency, safe, sound and flex- 
ible, issued by the general government only, a full legal 
tender for all debts, public and private, and that without 
the use -of banking corporations; that a just, equitable and 
efficient means of distribution direct to the people, at a tax 
uot to exceed two per cent per annum, to be provided, as set 
forth in the sub-treasury plan of the Farmers’ alliance, 
or some better system; also by payments in discharge of 
its obligations for public improvements. 

We demand the free and unlimited coinage of silver and 
gold at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1. 

We demand that the amount of circulating medium be 
speedily increased to not less than $50 per capita. 

We demand a graduated income tax. 

We believe that the moneys of the country should be 
kept as much as possible in the hands of the people, and 
hence we demand that all state and national revenues shall 
be limited to the necessary expenses of the government, 
economically and honestly administered. 

We demand that postal savings banks be established 
by the government, for the safe deposit of the earnings of 
the people, and to facilitate exchange. 

Transportation being a neans of exchange and a pubiic 
necessity, the government should own and operate the 
railroads in the interest of the people. 

The telegraph and telephone, like the postoffice system, 
being a necessity for transmission of news, should be owned 
and operated by the government in the interest of the people. 

The land, including all the natural resources of wealth, 
is the heritage of all the people, and should not be monopo- 
lized for speculative purposes, and alien ownership of land 
should be prohibited. All lands now held by railroads and 
other corporations in excess of their actual needs, and all 
lands now owned by aliens, should be reclaimed by the gov- 
ernment and held for actual settlers only. 

Resolutions. 

Whereas, other questions have been presented for our 

consideration, we hereby submit the following, not as a part 


of the platform of the people’s party, but as resolutions: 
expressive of the sentiment of this convention. 

First — Resolved, That we demand a free ballot and a fair 
count in all elections, and pledge ourselves to secure it to 
every legal voter without federal intervention through the 
adoption by the states of the unperverted Australian or 
secret ballot system. 

Second — Resolved, That the revenue derived from a 
graduated income tax should be applied to the reduction of 
the burden of taxation now resting upon the domestic 
industries of this country. 

Third — Resolved, That we pledge our support to fair and 
liberal pensions to ex-union soldiers and sailors. 

Fourth — Resolved, That we condemn the fallacy of pro- 
tecting American labor under the present system, which 
opens our ports to the pauper and criminal classes of the 
world, and crowds out our wage earners; and we denounce 
the present ineffective laws against contract labor, and 
demand the further restriction of undesirable immigration. 

Vifth — Resolved, That we cordially sympathize with the 
efforts of organized workingmen to shorten the hours of 
labor, and demnd a rigid enforcement of the existing eight- 
hour law on government work, and ask that a penalty clause 
be added to the said law. 

Sixth — Resolved, That we regard the maintenance of a 
large standing army of mercenaries, known as the Pinker- 
ton system, as a menace to our liberties, and we deinand its 
abolition ; and we condemn the receut invasion of the terri- 
tory of Wyoming by the hired assassins of plutocracy, 
assisted by federal officials. 

Resolved, That we commend to the favorable considera- 
tion of the people, and the reform press the legislative sys- 
tem known as the initiative and referendum. 

Resolved, That we favor a constitutional provision limit- 
ing the office of president and vice president to one term, 
and providing for the election of senators of the United 
States by a direct vote of the people. 

Resolved, That we oppose any subsidy or national aid to 
any private corporation for any purpose. 

Resolved, That this convention sympathizes with the 
knights of labor in their righteous contest with the tyran- 
nical combine of clothing manufacturers of Jochester and 
declares it to be the duty of all who hate tyranny and op- 
pression to refuse to purchase the goods made by said manu- 
facturers or to patronize any merchants who sell such goods. 

The people’s party at the outset, to secure permanent 
control of the party organization of the people unaffected by 
the interests of those in public service, does hereby in 
national convention assembled at Omaha on this 4th day 
of July, 1892, establish this ordinance as fundamental law 
of party organization, viz.: No person holding any office or 
position of profit, trust or emolument under under the fed- 
eral or any state or municipal government, including sena- 
tors, congressmen, and members of the legislature, state and 
local, shall be eligible to sit or vote in any convention of 
this party, and a copy of this ordinance shall be annexed to 
every call for any future convention of the party. 


< 


THE BEAUTIFUL WORKINGS OF A COMBINATION. 

President McLeod, the head of the Reading coal combi- 
nation, says that he cannot give the striking switchmen any 
more wages. He is spending so much of his time forcing 
up the price of coal that it is not to be wondered at that he 
shrinks from lifting the rate of wages also. This combina- 
tion is a beautiful affair. The Philadelphia Inquirer lays 
down the philosophy upon which this combination is based 
in terms that is calculated to make the consumer and the 
wage-earner wince. It says: “The state of Pennsylvania 
has been an enormous gainer by the consolidation, and if 
outside people pay more for their coal there is no reason 
why we should be dissatisfied over it. Practically, all the 
anthracite coal in the world is in this state. It is but right 
that we should receive the maximum advantage from the 
natural and exclusive resources of our soil.” 
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NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


Items of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating the approaching Breakup of tne Present 
System and the Tendency through Business Combinations 
and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. : 


Massachusetts. 


Waketield passed the municipal lighting act for the 
second time last Monday night, by a vote of 179 to 45. 
The fown will now purchase the private plant of the 
Citizens’ company, and hereafter do its own liyhting. 


Newburyport voted some time since to take the private 
water-works in that town, but as the price to be paid is in 
dispute, the company is still in possession, and proposes 
not to furnish water unless paid in advance. One citizen 
turned the water on without paying, whereupon the com- 
pany started to tear up the street and remove the pipe, 
but the town authorities interfered and prevented srch 
action. 


Texas. 


The Truth (Corsicana) : How can any person outside of 
railway owners object to government ownership? Some 
object because they say government ownership gives the 
party in power too much patronage. ‘To this we reply, 
they now give whatever power to vorporations that they 
could give under ownership; but if railway employees 
were put under strict rules of civil service reform, it would 
destroy every vestige of influence they have or might have 
in partisan politics. 


Central Texas Forum (Temple) : Government ownership 
of railroads means lower freight and passenger rates, lower 
taxes, a larger school fund and better prices for the products 
of your labor. 


Illinois. 


The following resolutions were passed by workingmen of 
Chicago, who organized as a people’s party club: We 
demand such legislation as will enab‘e the cities of the state 
to build and operate gas works and electric light plants for 
supplying the people with light and fuel at cost. We rec- 
ognize the evils of the intemperate use of intoxicating 
liquors, and while we oppose all sumptuary legislation we 
believe that the evils of intemperance would be minimized 
by restricting the sale of intoxicating liquors to the munic- 
ipal authorities, liquors to be supplied to the public at cost 
and always of the best quality. 


Oregon. 


Northwest Reform Journal (Portland): When the gov- 
ernment shall own the railroads, telegraphs and telephones, 
the profits now going to the owners of watered stock and 
other stock can be retained by the masses. 


Utah. 


A correspondent from Salt Lake City writes as follows to 
The New Nation: “Salt Lake City owns its water works 
and furnishes the people with good pure water at a cost of 
$5 per year to each house containing five rooms or less. 
Houses of more than five rooms pay about 50 cents for each 
additional room. Many miles of mains are being laid each 
year and without taxing the people for them. It is done in 
this way: whenever the residents in any particular street 
desire city water, they petition the city council to extend 
the main. The entire cost of the extension is figured up 
and the amount per front foot is charged to each lot owner, 
the same to be paid at once. The work is begun as soon as 
the money is received from the petitioners, who of course 


constitute a majority of the abutters, and the same is cred- 
ited on the future water tax of each. ‘This credit is trans- 
ferable and can be sold at any time for cash by the owner 
thereof. The credit is not sold with lot, but rests 
optional with the original owners as to what they shall do 
with it. In this way the city will soon be out of debt for 
its water facilities and making money. In this connection, 
it is a significant fact that several attempts have been made 
by private companies to buy out the city’s interests, and as 
high as $100,000 as a bonus over and above the cost of the 
works has been offered for the same, but refused. This 
shows what profit there is in such enterprises, and it should 
open the eyes of the public to the benefits of community 
ownership of public utilities.” 


Colorado. 


The Coming Crisis (Pueblo): To us it seems plain that 
the people of the world will have to choose in the near 
future between anarchy or nationalism. We want nation- 
alism, that era of peace, plenty, happiness and love of 
which philosophers have dreamed and poets have sung, the 
millenium on earth, the perfect brotherhood of man. ‘The 
democratic and republican parties are pointing the way to 
anarchy, to misery, want, hate, ignorance and brute force. 
Reader, choose ye this day, and bear the banner of liberty 
and justice, a face that knows no guile. 


Kansas. 


Kiowa Review: Nationalism is becoming more thoroughly 
understood and accepted by the reading and thinking people. 
They begin to realize that if nationalism had been engrafted 
in our constitution, public improvements would have yielded 
public revenue instead of millionaires,-and such a thing as 
a fostered monopoly would never have existed. It was an 
omission that cannot be remedied too soon. 


Miscellaneous. 


The Edison and Thomas-Houston illuminating companies 
have been consolidated, with headquarters at Boston. The 
consolidation will be applied at once in all cities in which 
the companies are operating. 


The Vanderbilt system now includes 10,000 miles of rail- 
road, of which 1250 miles has been secured within six years 
in New York state alone. The most recent conquest was 
the Adirondack and St. Lawrence road, which added 178 
miles to the system. lJailaoad men believe that the Van- 
derbilts are now applying their absorbing policy to the 
New York, Ontario and Western road as they did last 
year to the Watertown road. The first consolidation that 
formed the ground-work of the Vanderbilt system took 
place in 1853, when the New York Central was formed out 
of nine local roads. It seemed a great thing then, and so 
it night have proved if the public had performed the 
service. Northern New York is now at the mercy of a 
board of money-making directors. 


The largest preserve jelly manufacturers in the United 
States and Canada are reported to have formed a trust for 
the regulation of prices and output. Allagree to pool their 
businesses in one huge concern, with headquarters in New 
York. The capital stock is to be $12,000,000, shares to be 
allotted to the various firms to the amount of money now 
invested. 


Representatives of the leading manufacturing confec- 
tioners of Louisville, Cincinnati, Nashville, Indianapolis, 
Chicago and St. Louis, met recently at Louisville, Ky., for 
the purpose of forming a permanent organization, to be 
known as the “Candy Exchange.” ‘Their object is to bring 
about closer relations between the various firms, and to put 
a stop to adulterations. Their constitution also provides 
for a permanent organization to protect their various in- 
terests, 
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GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY, 


New Fast Train Service Between 


Boston and Chicago, 


6 trains daily, Sunday excepted. 
O—— 
Niagara Falls Route, 


Fitchburg Depot, Lv. Boston via Hoosac Tunnel 

9 a.m. West Shore, Grand Trunk and 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving in Chicago 4.50 p.m. next afternoon. 
First-Oniass Fare, $21.00, Has Parlor Car 
to Johnsonville, Sleeping Car Rotterdam to 
Chicago. 


Montreal Line. 


Fitchburg Depot, Lv. Boston via Fitchburg, Cen- 
tee a. om ” tral Vermont, Grand Trunk, 
Chicago & Grand Trunk, ar- 
riving at Chicago 9.30 p.m., next evening, only 
one night out. Fars, $18.00, First CLAss, 
Has Parlor Car to Montreal, Vestibule Sleep- 
ing Car to Montreal to Chicago. 


Montreal Line. 


BOSTON & MAINE, Lv. Boston via Boston & 
Lowell Depot, Maine, Southern Division, 


Concord & Montreal, Cen- 

Dagud tral Vermont, Grand Trunk 

and Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., arriving at 

Chicago at 9.80 p.m., next evening, only one 

night out. FArr, $18.00, First CLAss. Has 

Pullman Vestibule Sleeping Car Boston to 
Chicago without change. 


Niagara Falls Route. 
Daily, Sunday included. 


Ly. Boston via Fitchburg, 
West Shore, Grand Trunk 
Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving at Chicago next evening at 9.30 P.M. 
Fare, First Ciass, $21.00. Has Sleeping 
Car to Niagara Falls. Sleeping Car Niagara 
Falls to Chicago. 


Niagara Falls Route. 


hburg Depot, Liv. Boston via Fitchburg 
Fete. ty "West Shore, Grand Trunk, 


Chicago & Grand Trunk Rys., 
arriving at Chicago 8.00 A.Mm., the second 
morning. Frrst CLAss Farr, $21.00, Has 
Sleeping Car Boston to Chicago without 
change, 


Fitchburg Depot, 
3.00 Ai ny 


Montreal Line. 
Daily, Sunday excepted. 


BOSTON & MAINE, Ly. Boston via Boston & 

Lowell Depot, Maine, Concord & Mon- 

hts p.m. treal, Central Vermont, 
Grand Trunk, Chicago & 
Grand Trunk Rys., arriving at Chicago the 
second afternoon at 4.50 p,m. First CLAss 
FARE ONLY $18.00. Has Wagner Sleeping 
Car Boston to Montreal, Pullman Sleeping 
Car Montreal to Chicago. 


L. J. SEARGEANT, N. J. POWER, 
Gen’] Manager, Gen’] Pass. Agt., 
Montreal, P. Q. Montreal, P. Q. 
W. WAINWRIGHT, N. J. GRACE, 
Asst. Gen’l Mgr. N. E. Pass. Agt. 
Montreal, P.Q. 260 Washington St., 
Boston, Mass. 


FOR PEOPLES PARTY NEWS 


READ 


THE NEW NATION. 


) Men and women wanted as agents 
eS Ee eee 


THE NEW NATION. 
The Necessity and Advantages of 


NATIONAL OWNERSHIP OF RAIL- 
ROADS AND TELEGRAPHS, 


With answers to all objections, and showing 


the benefits of State Ownership in other 
countries, with- statistics, and the 
opinions of leading statesmen as 
to the corruptions and des- 
potism of Railsyay Cor- 
porations, by 
THOMAS V. CATOR 


OF SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mailed to any address, postage prepaid: ten 
copies, 25 cents; twenty copies, 50 cents; fifty 


copies, 31; and larger numbers at same rates. 
Send money order to 


ARTHU:. GORE, 
Harrison street, cor. Fourth, San Francisco. 


Have you seen 
Politics 
Among 
The 


Animals. 
25 CENTS, PAPER. 


A.J. PHILPOTT & Co., Publishers, 


54 Pearl Street, Boston, Mass. 


MEETINGS OF NATIONALIST CLUBS 


Are held as follows, and all persons inter- 
ested will be gladly welcomed at any of these 


meetings : — 


Boston. — First Nationalist Club. Reception 
rooms at 184 Boylston street; open daily. 
Information and publications on National- 
ism furnished to any desiring them. Regular 
meeting of the Club, 2d Wednesday of each 
month. 


Boston.— Second Nationalist will meet every 
Sunday evening in William Parkman Hall, 
3 Boylston place. The public are cordially 
invited. 


Haverhill. — First Nationalist, business meet- 
ing, 2d Wednesday of each month. Meeting 
every Sunday evening at 8 P. M., at 73 Mer- 
rimack street, rooms 5 and 6, (Pamphlets 
solicited.) Rooms open every evening. 


Needham, Mass. — Nationalist Club holds 
regular meetings the third Monday in every 
month. Additional meetings for outside 
work, as desired. E. P. Washburn, Sec. 


Oakland, Cal.— The New Nation Club, busi- 
ness meeting, Ist Monday of each month. 
Public meeting every Friday at 8 P.M. 865 
Broadway. (Reorganized from 1st National- 
ist.) 

Philadelphia, Pa.— First Nationalist meets 
1st and 3d Friday evenings, at Harley’s hall, 
1321 Arch street. 


San Francisco, Cal.— The Pacific Club 
holds weekly Sunday evening propaganda 
meetings, at 9094 Market street. 


South Framingham, Mass.— Club does not 
meet regularly. W. D. McPherson, secre- 
tary, solicits correspondence and pamphlets 
for distribution. 


Every one who has at heart the moral, so 
cial or religious uplifting of the human race 
should read Bellamy’s ideas, and then he will 
be surprised to think that the world has not 
adopted his system generations ago.— [Rush- 
ville (Neb.) Sun. 
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FITCHBURG RAILROAD. 


Superb Equipment, Excellent Train Service, 
Fast Time, and Courteous Employees 
make the 


HOOSAC TUNNEL ROUTE 


The Favorite Line from Boston to Troy, Al- 
bany, Saratoga, Lake George, Adirondack and 
Catskill Mountains, Syracuse, Rochester, Buf- 
falo, Niagara Falls, Hamilton, Toronto, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, 
and all points West, Southwest and Northwest. 


FAST EXPRESS TRAINS, 


With elegant PALACE PARLOR and 
SLEEPING CARS to and from 
BOSTON and CHICAGO, 
—AND— 
BOSTON and ST. LOUIS, 
VIA 


NIAGARA FALLS, 


without change. 


The Popular Route for all points in Northern 
New York, Vermont and Canada. The Only 
Line running through cars, without change, 
from Boston to Rutland, Brandon, Middlebury, 
Vergennes and Burlington, Vt. The Pictur- 
esque Route from Boston to St. Albans, St. 
Johns, Ogdensburg, Ottawa, Montreal and 
Quebec. 


Elegant Palace Parlor and Sleeping Cars to 
and from Boston and Montreal without 
change. 


For Time Tables, Parlor and Sleeping Car 
accomodations, or further information, apply 
to any Agent of the Fitchburg Railroad and at 


250 Washington Street, or 


Fitchburg R.R. Passenger Station, Boston. 
J. R. WATSON, General Pass. Agent. 


LIGHT. 


A new monthly magazine published at Nat- 
chez, Miss. 


Contains general literary reading and is the 
special champion of the work of the humane 
reforms in the South. Ricuarp F, Reep, 
Secretary of Mississippi Humane Society, Edi- 
tor. People interested in reform work every- 
where should send for sample copy. 


INDUSTRIAL NEWS. 


Jackson, Mich. < 


State Organ of the Farmers’ Alliance. 
$1.00 PER YEAR. 


Keep in the Middle of the Road. 
Circulation, 4100. 


The New Nation is a newspaper, not merely 
a magazine of essays supplied laagely by vol- 
unteer work and contributions.—[The Buffalo 
(N.Y.) Commercial. 


One of the most meaty papers published. 
It teaches nationalism in its broadest sense, 
and is comprehensive to the casual student. 
— [Topeka (Kan.) Alliance Tribune. 


Decidedly a newspaper. — [Springfield 
(Mass.) Republican. 
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“GOVERNMENT AND THE LAW OF EQUAL FREEDOM.” | THE NEW NATION. 


By PROF. FRANK PARSONS, of the Boston University Law School. | Qne year . : : . $1.00 
———_los—_—_ a 
Six months 3 b : : .50 


This pamphlet establishes the principle that government is properly an agency for ser- 
vice as well as for restraint. The public ownership of railways, telegraphs, mines, and all| Three months . m : f 25 
msnopolies will be a legitimate extension of the business functions of the government and 
the necessary outcome of complete co-operation. The writer annihilates the theories of Her- Per copy . 5 5 : : 05 
bert Spencer’s ‘‘ Justice’? and ‘‘Social Statics.’? His statements of the Law of Equal Free- 
dom and his limitation of the Sphere of Government are shown to be self-contradictory and | {@~Hand a Sample Copy to your neighbor. 
utterly untenable, even by Spencer’s own admissions. Those who follow Spencer in the 
belief that government ought to confine itself to acting as a policeman, should read the un- A correspondent from a Massachusetts town, 
answerable argument of this brochure. And those who have broad ideas of the sphere of govern- | who has sent us many subscribers, writes that 
mental action, but are puzzled by the opposition of men so undeniably great as Spencer, will | his motto is: Y 
find the whole matter made luminous in the few pages of this powerful address. 


Price 15 cents, paper. Address, : Count that day lost whose low descend- 
“ Tue NEw Nation, 13 Winter St., Boston, Mass. ing sun 
» . . oy iy, 
Considerations proving the immense Sees no subscriber to The New Na-shun. 


. There is the making of a paper in that 
Increase of Wealth Production motto, and we trust that THE NEw NATION 


Assured by a SINGLE NATIONAL SYNDICATE or Nationalism, and the various will be a beneficiary of the sentiment that in- 
spired this little parody. The air is full of 

labor war and rumors of war. Society is beset 
ITEMS OF W. ASTE with contentions, and every day has a new 
remedy. THe NEw NATION appeals to work- 


pay . a ingmen to consider public ownership as the 
of Energy occasioned by the competitive system natural and logical outcome of our present ills. 


The suggestion dropped by a friend that the 
barber shop was a good place to catch the 
public eye has been taken up by several of our 
friends. It is certainly a plan worth a trial. 
, Oliver le Dain, barber of Louis XI., was made 
the confident of the king, and the American 
barber is often made the confident of the 
| people. During the time when 


The solemn barber barbs and fills his 
purse, 


with their depressing effect on the Arts and Sciences, are set forth in Putnam’s And tells the secrets of the universe, 
i @ 
“ Architecture under Nationalism,” published by Ticknor & Co., Boston. Many customers have to wait, and as they 
wait they read. Here is our opportunity. A 
word io the wise is sufticient. 


Lessons in Sanitary Plumbing. 


LESSON NO. 6. 


ue Sewer-gas ” in houses, like poverty, is an unnecessary evi] resulting from 
an unscientific condition of things. Foolish and impotent laws have been 
made to mitigate an evil which mizht be entirely eradicated by removing the 
cause. Instead of attempting to remove the the foul gases in the waste pipes 
by erecting an elaborate, expensive, and dangerous complication of ‘‘ back- 
vent’ pipes, the ‘‘Sanitas”’ system: recognizes “ sewer-gas”’ to be the neces- 
sary result of an unnecessarily foul condition of the pipes, and strikes directly 
at the cause by removing, through powerful flushing, the accumulations 
which create it. The “‘Sanitas*’ system is, therefore, the ‘* Nationalism” 
of plumbing, as attacking the causes rather than the results of a disease, 
and is now rapidly gaining favor among the thinking public. 

Messrs. Oby and Love, plumbers of Alliance, O., wrote as follows: ‘‘ We 
think the Sanitas basin by far the best in the market; and it is the only 
Perspective of Sanitas Basin Lift. basin, so far as we know, that hs, an outlet anywhere near large enough. Section of Sanitas Basin Lift, 

We have always thought it the sreatest nonsense to put a one and one half 
neh waste from a basin which has an outlet not more than one ‘ir of this capacity. Your basin is just what we have been looking 
or in this respect.” 

This basin empties itself in from three to five seconds, scouri::g the trap and pipes. The overflow pipe stands in a recess in the back 
of the bowl, and does away with the ordinary fou! secret overflow »assage and the troublesome and dirty plug and chain, A single motion 
of the hand opens or shuts the outlet. The standpipe is easily devacliable from the basin fev cleansing. By this device the utmost sim- 
plicity, convenience and cleanliness are obtained. 


Manufactured and Sold by the 


Sent by The New Nation on receipt of price, 25 cents. 


Sanitas Manufacturing Company, 
SMITH & ANTHONY STOVE Co, Proprietors, Boston, New York and Chicago, 


